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Up Coming Events: 

 

January 9, 2015: 
Report Cards 

 

January 13, 2015 

PTO Meeting  

3:30 p.m.— 4:30 p.m. 

 

January 19, 2015 
 Martin Luther King, Jr.  

(no school) 

 

January 20th - 30th  
DLA Testing 

 

January 26, 2015 
Progress Reports 

 

January 28, 2015 
Early Dismissal 

 

 

McGowen Family! 
As we enter our second semester of the school year, we want to remind 

you that this a very critical time of year.  Our scholars are moving closer to completing 

grade level requirements and we begin preparing them for the next grade level simultaneously.   

This is also a season for assessing scholars.  Assessments will be administered throughout this 

semester to assist us with identifying scholars’ specific needs and modifying instructional practices 

to meet those needs.  Scholars in third through fifth grade will be taking the STAAR assessment 

this semester as well.  With little time left, we must maximize every minute we have to prepare 

our scholars for the next grade level.  When they arrive late, they miss instruction. We have an 

outstanding group of scholars and a team of extremely talented teachers.  However, no school can 

run on all cylinders without consistent wholehearted support and involvement from our parents.  

We need you to partner with us to make sure your child is successful and on the path to college! 

I highly encourage you to visit our school to observe instruction and speak regularly with your 

child’s teacher to find out how you can support learning at home. I look forward to seeing more of 

you this semester.  

Sincerely,  
Dana Arreola, Principal  

  

 
 
 
 

Our year started off as expected.  Our teachers have been working extremely hard 

preparing our scholars to successfully master grade 
level skills.  Their success would not have been possi-
ble without our parents continued support.  This new 
year we expect even greater success from our schol-
ars.   We ask that you  to continue to monitor your 
child’s academic progress and partner with us as we 
prepare them to be successful on every grade level 
leading to college.   
 

 A. Holloway, Instructional Specialist 

B. Phillips, Instructional Specialist 

McGowen Elementary provides an academically challenging environment, 

supports scholars in excelling to their full potential in a global society, and 

builds a foundation that prepares scholars to succeed at each level leading 

Our Mission 



Dear Parents,   

 

Please have your child to school on time, promptly by 7:30a.m. 

daily.  We have recently had an increase in absences and want to 

remind you that it is important that scholars attend school daily in 

order to master the grade level curriculum. All scholars are on a 

rotating schedule, if our child leaves early or comes in late, they 

are missing instruction for critical subject areas.  

Please help your child with their High Frequency Words and have 

them read those words daily. 

Please help your child study their spelling words, so that they can 

master their weekly spelling test on Thursdays. Please have your 

child practice counting money and telling time to the nearest mi-

nute. 

In writing we are working on friendly letters. Please ask your child 

to share what they have learned about writing a friendly letter and 

then spend time writing one with them.  

Polar Express  

Literacy Night 

 

Parents and schol-

ars enjoyed a fun 

filled night of 

learning, while 

sipping hot cocoa. 

Honoring Citizens of  the Month of  January 

2nd Grade: Tools for success! By: Second Grade     

3rd Grade: Steps to success! By: 3rd Grade 
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Dear Parents,  

 

The first semester was challenging but thank you for helping your 

scholars to be successful. This second semester, we have a lot to 

accomplish. STAAR testing is quickly approaching and we need to 

make sure that our scholars are ready! Be sure to go over homework 

with your scholar every night. If you feel like your scholar needs 

extra help, after school tutoring is taking place, and more work can 

be requested. 

 

Below are some important things to note: 

 

 Saturday school will begin January 24 from 8-12. Permission 

slips will be going home soon. 

 Behavior reports still go home every Friday. Make sure you 

4th Grade: Outstanding Students By: 4th Grade 

are signing them and returning them to school with you scholar 

every Monday. 

 Make sure that your scholar is here everyday and on time, by 

7:30. 

 If your child needs to eat breakfast at school in the morning, 

please get here before 7:30. 

 Reading projects are due January 13 to Mrs. Green. 

 If you ever have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate 

to contact any of your scholar’s teachers.  

 

Sincerely, 

3rd Grade Team 

 

Mrs. Colter – MNWOGU@houstonisd.org 

Mrs. Green- MJOHNS41@houstonisd.org 

Mr. Williams- JWILLI86@houstonisd.org 

Carr Class: Sedric Smith  Paulos Class: Aiden Harvey Roberts Class- Jamie Martinez 

mailto:MNWOGU@houstonisd.org
mailto:MJOHNS41@houstonisd.org
mailto:JWILLI86@houstonisd.org


Dear Pre-K Family, 
 

During the next four weeks, we will be discovering sto-

ries in many forms and formats. Children will explore 

traditional and modern rhymes; stories delivered through 

poetry, chants, and ballads; and stories from many cul-

tures. Sometimes children will sing the stories. Sometimes 

they will role-play the stories, making the characters come 

alive through their actions. Sometimes they will change 

familiar stories to create their own. Prepare to hear reports 

about the wonderful characters they are meeting. 

Look what we’re learning to prepare for college! 

 
Reading:     Story Retell, Plot, Fairy Tales, Fables, Folktales, 

and High Frequency Words, The Moral of the Story  

Math:   The value of U.S. Money, Data Analysis, Compose and 

Decompose Numbers to 60, and Place Value to 60 

Science:  Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle, Patterns of Change in 

the Weather  

Social Studies:   Understanding Geography and Landforms 

such as Mountains, Hills, Valleys, Rivers, Lakes, Oceans     

 

*Please help your child by reading to them or they’re reading to you for 

20 minutes every day.   

*Help your child with learning their High Frequency Words.                                                                                        
      

Pre-Kindergarten:  Building  lifelong learners  By: Pre-Kindergarten 

1st Grade:   Preparing our Scholars  for College! 

We are working on learning how to count, read and 

write numbers 0-50 forward and backward.  Please 

practice this with your child daily.  We look forward to 

working with you for the new year! 

 

 

Have        Three           Green         Use            

With         Many          Are            Purple            

Yellow     With            Blue           Pink 

They         Orange       From          Brown 

Here          Black        That            Ten 

For            Eleven       Four           Eight 

Look         Seven         Where       Nine 

Most          Twelve      Said           Twenty 
 

 

Kindergarten: Creating a Successful Foundation By: Kindergarten  

Dear Parents, 
 

Happy New Year!  You will be amazed at how much 

your child will grow this year!  We have planted the 

seeds and need your help to cultivate your 

child.  Staying involved in your child’s education is 

the key to a successful year.  Engage your child in a 

conversation about his or her day.  Check their take 

home folders every evening.  You will usually find it 

packed with homework, flyers, projects, notices from 

the office and notes from the kindergarten team .  
Help you child complete their homework and study 

the high frequency words daily.  Your child should 

come to school every day with a fairly empty folder 

with only current homework or notes.   

 

We are still collecting BOX TOPS.  Please send any 

clipped Box Tops in with your scholar. 
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“We Enter to Learn 

 and Leave to 

Achieve!!!” 

We are the  

Honeybees! 

We are in the process of plan-

ning several field trips and we 

need volunteers.  Please regis-

ter online @ http://

www.houstonisd.org and 

bring your Texas Drivers Li-

cense to the front office. 

 

Hello parents, in the SLL class we are starting out the 

new year with health and wellness. Our unique learning 

lesson for the month of January is staying healthy and 

creating healthy habits. Getting healthy can be very 

daunting, but if we start out by making small changes, 

those changes can lead to huge success! One small 

thing we can do is cutting out soda 

and artificial drinks. Those empty 

calories add up quickly, so exchange 

those sodas for water. If you don’t 

like the taste of water put a little 

lemon juice in there for taste. Wa-

ter has so many benefits for your 

body.  Get moving!! You can start by 

taking a brisk walk around your 

neighborhood or at your local park. All you need is 30 

minutes a day to be on your way to the road of health. 

So together let’s start the cycle of feeling better, and 

looking better!!! 

Every McGowen scholar received a Christmas 

Gift Book and all had 20 minutes of Dear time. 

http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/90800
http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/90800
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.usgbcnc.org/%3FVolunteer&sa=U&ei=JnwfU9zkF8u2rgHQjYHIAw&ved=0CDMQ9QEwAw&usg=AFQjCNFW-6zocp0eX7EOqjLPINJH0hYe3g


A special thanks to A Better 

Bail Bonds and Hamps 

Camp for all that you do for 

our scholars throughout the 

year and for providing 

bikes for our scholars this 

Christmas.  
 

Parents and Guardians, 

 

Please remember that every day of instruction is important for 

our scholars to learn and understand the material that is being 

taught. Also, please have scholars on time for class. Instruction 

begins at 7:30am. During the morning routine, teachers are re-

viewing homework and important concepts that students may 

not have understood the previous day. This review is very help-

ful for the students. 

Math-  Please remember to complete homework daily. 

 

Science-Please remember to complete homework daily. Study 

science vocabulary words daily. 

 

Reading- Reading projects that were distributed to the students 

before the Christmas break must be completed and turned in to 

Mrs. Henry on January 13, 2015. 

 

5th Grade: High Expectation! 5th Grade 

McGowen Elementary 

6820 Homestead Rd 

Phone: 713-636-6979 
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McGowen Scholars are one step closer to college!!! 

McGowen SPOLIGTLIGHT! 

Several McGowen scholars went on a ride they will never forget! Houston Metro Transportation  stopped by McGowen to pick 

our scholars and their parents for a visit to the Polk Street Metro Transit Center.  The scholars spent the day with Metro employ-

ees for a Christmas celebration and they received large bags filled with gifts.  Big Thanks to Metro!  


